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VOICE OF THE ‘MARGINALISED’ AGAINST
CASTE DISCRIMINATION- A STIGMA N
INDIAN VALUE SYSTEM

Sri Saroj Das

Assistant professor, Department of English, Victoria Institution (College)

Values andmoral outlookareintegral partsofa community,
It is desirable that every member of the community abides
by these values and moral outlook. The values and outlogk
are also to distinguish one community from the other. In
our Indian context, caste identity dominates, and the other
identities such as religion, language, class and territory play
their own crucial role. The values and the moral outlook of
any caste is determined by dominant groups and sections.
The beneficiaries are normally those who determine these
values and moral outlook. In a patriarchal society, men are
the real beneficiaries and women are the victims. Similarly
in a caste society, the upper and Dominant castes are the
beneficiaries and Dalits the victims. The victims have the
tendency to break the norms and values and moral outlook.
In the Indian caste context, Dalits are the real critics of the

caste system and have developed and practiced their oW
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SPIRITUAL VALUES AND NATURE IN WILLIAM
WORDSWORTH’S TINTERN ABBEY

Smt. Anuradha Basu
Assistant Professor Department of English,
Victoria Institution (i College)

In The Preface to The Lyrical Ballads published in 179g
William Wordsworth had explained the reason behind his
writing the poems of The Lyrical Ballads - “The principa]
object, then, proposed in these Poems was to choose
incidents and situations from common life, and to relate
or describe throughout, as far as possible in a selection
of language really used by men, and, at the same time,
to throw over them a certain colouring of Imagination,
whereby ordinary things should be presented to the mind in
an unusual aspect; and further, to make these incidents and
situations interesting by tracing in them truly though not
ostentatiously, the primary laws of our nature: chiefly, as far
as regards the manner in which we associate ideas in a state
of excitement. Humble and rustic life was generally chosen,
because in that condition, the essential passions of the heart
find a better soul in which they can attain their maturity, are
less under restraint, and speak a plainer and more emphatic
language because in that condition of life our elementary
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ASOKA’S DHAMMA AS CODES OF ETHICS: AN
OBJECTIVE TO PEACE AND HARMONY

Smt. SULAGNA PRADHAN

Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit,
Victoria Institution (College)

The Mauryan king Asoka (C.272-232 BCE) is perceived
as a unique ruler among the greatest rulers of our history.
The turning point in Asoka’s way of life, career and
politics was the Kalinga campaign (C.261 BCE) which was
successful and victorious, but it led to him into the sincere
remorse and change of heart as its cruel consequences.
He turned completely towards ahimsa(non-violence)
and adopted Buddhism. It is a very well-known fact that
Asoka attributes his own interest in dhamma to repentance
for the violence and cruelty of the Kalinga war. He
propagated his ideas of dhamma through his large number
of edicts which were written in Prakrt and also in Greek-
Aramaic languages from the north-western frontier region
throughout his whole kingdom. He revealed himself as a
moral philosopher and found a substitute for conquests
by arms in conquest by dhamma, by righteousness and
morality. H.C. Roychowdhury mentioned that “the era of

military conquest or digvijaya was over, the era of spiritual
conquest or dharmavijaya was about to begin”.!
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MUNDANE NATURE OF AMRTATVA
Dr. Indrani Mukherjee

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, Victoria Institution College
The etymological meaning of the term amytatva is ‘na
mrtatva’ 1.e. non-mortal. Sometimes it would be seen that
the word ‘death’ has been taken in a metaphorical sense.
When we have heard that someone is died, we show a kind
of honour to that very person. In this context the meaning
of the term ‘death’ is taken as physical decay. When
someone perceives death, he feels that this material world
is going much far away, he is not associated with this world.
Through these signs soul can realize his own nature that
he is not inseparably connected with this world. This sort
of realization is made possible in the light of ‘death’. This
is one aspect of death. But another meaning of ‘death’ 1s
found when we utter such sentence like ‘coward dies many
times before their death’ or ‘do not dies in suffering’. It
carries a different sense of death having no physical decay.
In this sentence, a question naturally comes in our mind
that whose death we are talking about? That means there
is another aspect in an individual which do not have any
relation to his physical devastation. This things hint the
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GENDER DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION. Wity
REFERENCE TO SWAMI VIVEKANANA.

Dr. Kasturi Datta (Majumdar)
dssociate Professor Dept. of Philosophy, Victoria Institutioy, Collgy,

Philosophy nowadays introduces new areag which
discuss many social issues from ethical perspective, Gender
discrimination is one of such issues which can be discusseq
from different aspects. In this article I like to discuss gender
discrimination in the field of education in our country,
Although one may wonder, is there any necessity of such
discussion? Or is this relevant in our present society as we
all know the advantageous position of women in society
and they are no more lag behind men/ boys in most of the
fields.

The problem of discrimination is deep-rooted in the
society which cannot be conceived by the overall progress
of our society. In this context, I dare to take the reference
of Swami Vivekananda who realized the problem of
discrimination and perceived the necessity of equality
between men and women of our country. A western admirer
once described Swami Vivekananda as being ‘young in
years but eternal in wisdom’. Swamiji’s relevance depends

not on the nature of the problems we face but on the spirit
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TOLERANCE: THE GANDHIAN PERSPECTIVE

Smt. Suchhanda Ghosh
Associate Professor, Department of Political Science,
Victoria Institution (College)

Abstract: Tolerance seems to be one of the most pertinent
and necessary virtues in today’s world, fragmented and torn
by the scourges of violence, fundamentalism and global
inequalities. Tolerance can be instrumental to establish
human dignity by preserving human diversity. India has
evolved the distinctive culture of tolerance for ages. In
this context, this paper attempts to analyse the Gandhian
paradigm of tolerance, associated with his political career,
both in South Africa and India. Gandhiji’s perspective
manifests the virtue of tolerance as a positive political action,
beyond being a sublime philosophical ideal. The Gandhian
model of tolerance becomes universally relevant at this
juncture, when the pressures of social change throughout
the world are resulting in a sense of loss and insecurity.

Ideally, the concept of tolerance can be the most pertinent
pillar to withstand the onslaughts of the turbulent lifestyle

of the modern world, characterised by complexities and

contradictions.  Inspitc of large scale modernization

programmes throughout the world, issues like global
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DECLINE OF ETHICS AND VALUES AMONG
INDIAN YOUTH: A GROWING CONCERN
Smt. Joyeeta Das

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Victoria
Institution (College)

India is known for its great cultural heritage, highly
enriched values and ethics. And it is this cultural value
which distinguished India and the Indians from the rest of
the world. Almost every aspect of our life is guided by these
moral values and which are honesty, kindness, humility.
generosity, transparency, truth, patience, satisfaction, self-
esteem which direct our social behaviour such as obeying,
giving respect, tolerance, modesty, harmony, cooperation.,
brotherhood, patriotism, mutual respect and respect for all
religious groups and sects. But in the modern era with the
wake of modernization, urbanization and industrialization,
the moral values are somewhere losing their significance.
The youth of the nation seem to pay no respect to the age-old
moral values and culturc. They have engrosscd themselves
completely into the western valucs and customs. They lack
any kind of sentiment towards their own culture. Ther
westernized mind-sets and fascination towards the foreign
values have primarily led to the degradation of’ Indian

values in recent times.
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Impact of COVID -19 on I.ndian
Agriculture with Special
Reference to Farmers’ Income

Simanti Bandyopadhyay & Debasis Mithiya

ABSTRACT

COVID-19 pandemic has created havoc throughout the world. The
economic shock of the pandemic has affected India even more severel ly as the
economy was already going slow since the pre-COVID -19 period. The
lockdown consequent upon the pandemic hit the informal workers including
the agricultural labourers, migrant workers most. The paper has discussed
the effect of COVID-19 on agricultural activities in the country putling
emphasis on the supply chains of agriculture. It also attempts to discuss the
effect of COVID-19 on Jarmers’ income in terms of cost of cultivation The
study observed that the cost of cultivation in West Bengal has increased by
21.05 -~ 41.46 percent against the previous year due to input price rise during .
the pandemic situation, The cost of cultivation has gone up at every stage of
production for all crops, The study also noticed that the output prices of all
agricultural commodities have decreased except ginger. Since the input prices

have increased with declining Oulput price, the Indian farmers have incur red
loss during the ongoing pandemic Situation

; Keywords: Agriculiyry Labour, COVID-19, Farmers’ Income, Suppy
Chain, Migrant Workey
Introduction

: The ongoing health crisis due to COVID-
lwlpg t'hroughout the world, The pandemic h
activities globally, [t has also affecteq th

19 has affected human lives an:'j
as stopped the normal Cf{ﬂnorf"[
e economic growth of differe?
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Rivers in Distress: A Geo-Ecological
Consideration

Arun Kumar Singh, Prakriti Das, Shatarupa Dey Neogi, Tanushree Ghosh,
Abarna Mukhopadhyay, and Atanu Sarkar

Abstract Rivers are considered as major resources of our country. Beside the geo-
ccological aspects, rivers have also become social entities that reflects considerable
influence on the life of the people from the beginning of eivilization. But man, driven
by their developmental needs, have over-exploited the rivers to such an extent that has
caused irreparable damage to the ecosystem of the rivers, Many rivers are ol the verge
of dying affected by pollution, erratic low and evendropping level of water inthe river
system in various seasons specially during the summer session. Construction of river
embankments negatively impacts the river as well as the agriculural productivity,
This paper deals with fuctors which have been responsible for the deterioration of
our country's rivers by taking example of three rivers: The Ganga, The Narmada
and The Cauvery by taking six parameters: deforestation in the cawchment area,
planting of exotic tree along the river hanks, dumping of residential and industrial
waste, obstructions, diversions of river flow, sand mining and pebbles collection from
river beds, unbridled constructions and lastly climate change. The selection of these
three rivers are not based on any serious stalistical exercise but is based on author’s
convenience and the availability of data.
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Fluvial Systems in the Anthropocene:

Important Concepts, Issues and Research
Needs

Sandipan Ghosh®, Aznarul Islam@®, Prakriti Das, Abarna Mukhopadhyay,
Ayan Das Gupta, and Arun Kumar Singh

Abstract In the Anthropocene, humans exert a geomaorphic force that now rivals
that of the natural Earth. Human disturbance of different types at different scales
in fiver systems is a consequence of the perceived needs of human populations;
however, these needs have o be in consonance with the needs of the river itself. For
instance, the river requires its own space 1o perform such functions as flooding and
floodplain development. Channel flow and forms are deliberately modified with the
effect of increasing or decreasing stiream power by dam building, embankment, in-
channel agriculture, urbanization, gravel mining and dredging, roads, trails, ditches,
channelization, and constriction by dikes. All rivers of the world respond to altered
conditions of Anthropocene (as well as climate change), and the observed variability
through time is important to know the adjustment, complexity and sensitivity against
the threshold condition to save water resources. The key research questions are
concentrated on the natural and anthropogenic factors and processes related to human
modification of the rivers, and the future modelling of human-induced geomorphic
changes. It is obvious that these research guestions would require a multi-disciplinary
approach invelving geomorphelogists, engineers, ecologists and social scientists.
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Importance of Technology in Education in
Post-Covid Period and NEP-2020

Saroj Das

Assistant Professor, Victoria Institution (College)

Introduction

Technology becomes an integral part of our life. Since its initiation,
it has been changing the way people live their lives. Earlier, people
used technology only to communicate, but nowadays, technology has
extended its impact in our daily life. It acts as an indispensable tool in
the teaching and learning process. With the emergence of technology,
the traditional mode of learning has changed. Now there is a strive
for new and innovative methods. Technology helps to reduce the gap
between learner and teachers. It has made learning more interactive and
collaborative. In the Indian context, where access to quality education
remains a challenge, technology has played a pivotal role in bridging
the gaps and enabling a paradigm shift in the educational landscape.

Role of Teachers

The 21st century has brought about many changes, including how
we learn. The concept — that teacher is the only source of knowledge:
he/she knows everything- is irrelevant now. Students ar¢ no longer
passive receptacles of knowledge. With the help of technology: they
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Composite Culture: A pillar of
Nationhood in India

Suchhanda Ghogy,

Associate Professg,
Department of Political Science
Victoria Institution ( College)
Kolkat,

In the post-globalization period, pressures of social change ang
complexities have brought about a sense of loss and insecurity
throughout the world. The concept of human diversity as a principle is
now in the face of a severe challenge due to the homegenising tendency of
globalisation in general and a slow but steady formation of an exclusivist
cultural identity based on dominant religious lines, in particular. In this
context, this paper shall try to analyze the relevance of the legendary
heritage of Composite Culture in India, that has remained resilient for
ages.

In general, culture refers to a shared system of meaning in terms of
which people understand themselves and the world, thereby organising
their individual and collective lives. It is through culture that we give
expression to our humanity and gain authentic freedom of spirit, so
necessary for all other freedoms. Culture includes views about the nature
of self, its relations to others, the meaning and significance of human
activities, moral values etc. A society’s culture is embodied in its beliefs,
practices, rituals, literature, body language and ways of organizing
different areas of life. Guilford defines culture as the interactive aggregate
of common characteristics that influence a human group’s response to
its environment. A similar definition given by Kluckholm says, culture
consists of a patterned way of thinking, feeling, reacting, acquired and
transmitted mainly by symbols. Culture, thus can be understood as the
collective programming of the mind which distinguishes the members of
one human group from another. In a way, culture, provides a framework
in terms of which human beings navigate their way through life.

As a result of globalization, technological changes, migration
and displacement, most societies have become multicultural today,
consisting of people belonging to distinctive cultures, holding different
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BOLLYWOOD: THE NEW
FACE OF INDIAN DIPLOMACY
N THE ERA OF GLOBALISATION

SUCHHANDA GHOSH

————

lobalisation, SO far has been an all-encompassing phenomenon,

having its sweeping effe:ct on every aspect of our present lives.
such unprecedente(_:i expansion of.G.lt.:o.balisation surely requires an
qeological explanation of new serusnbllltles and culture of living within
a g]obalized universe. Glpba||sat|on can be conveniently seen as an
ymbrella term, involving knowledge based economics and
technological changes as two of its key parts. The realm of popular
culture does not remain outside the purview of globalization and this
study falls under the genre of culture studieswhich is still in a nascent
stage in India. At least two aspects of globalization and their
implications for popular culture concern us,i.e. —how global distances
can be overcome by technologies and images can be relayed
instantly, making us feel living in a borderless world and how a single

form of economic system-the free market or global capitalism
pervades most of the world now.

Since the reconfiguration of the Third world as a geo-political entity
inthe new world system, India as an archetype of non-Western state
has renegotiated herself in this new system. India's socio-economic
and political areas also underwent massive transformation ever since
India experienced the high tide of globalization since the 1990s. The

63
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Export Decision and Export Performance
of Manufacturing Firms an Experience
from Indian Organized Sector

Paramita Roy Biswas and Simontini Das

1 Introduction

In the era of globalization, export performance is considered to be one of the impor-
tant factors in determining the long-run growth and sustainable development of an
economy. Export growth helps to utilize the unemployed resources, increase the
productivity, expand the market size, and helps to reap the benefits of scale economies.
Gradually, the focus of international economics is shifted from country or industry
to firm. Micro econometric analysis emphasizes on the study of firms’ behavior in
international market. Melitz (2003) provides a theoretical backdrop of international
activities of heterogeneous firms. Two streams of literature evolve to understand the
impact of firm-level heterogeneity on their trade behavior. Linkage between produc-
tivity and international activity of a firm is the main hypothesis of the first type of
literature, whereas second type of literature discusses about the importance of sunk
cost in determining the variation of firm-level export performances.

Productivity and efficiency are two indigenous characteristics of a firm that is
important in determining the competitiveness of the firm in national and interna-
tional market. There are two alternate hypotheses. The first hypothesis is based on
self-selection theory of a behavioral firm and the second hypothesis is based on
the “learning-by-exporting” theory. The first hypothesis states that a more produc-
tive and efficient firm chooses to enter the export markets. Exports involve various
costs like transportation costs, cost of gathering information about foreign markets,
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Department of Economics, Jadavpur University for her valuable suggestions and continuous
encouragement.
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A green approach for synthesis of benzimidazole derivatives: synthesis and
characterization of 2-(3-methoxy-4-hydroxyphenyl)-1-(p-tolyl)-benzoimidazole

Priyvabrata Roy

Department of Chemistry, Victoria Institution (College), 788, A.P.C. Road. Kolkata 700009, India,
E-mail: privo_chem@ yahoo.co.in

Synthesis of various heterocycles has been a research objective for over a century, and a
variety of well-established methods are available in the literature. Development of new approaches
for their syntheses, employing efficient and economical routes, is currently a popular research
area.' Substituted heterocycles are structural components of a vast number of biologically active
natural and non-natural compounds. Benzoimidazole derevatives are of particular interest as they
possess a wide range of pharmacological activities and biological activities® such as anticancer,
anxiolytic, anti inflammatory and antimicrobial activities. Furthermore, benzimidazoles have
attracted much attention for their wide applications’ as enzyme inhibitors, dyes, polymers,
chemosensors and fluorescence probes.
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Figure 1: Examples of drug molecules containing benzimidazole structural motif

Here in, we wish to describe a green procedure to access benzimidazole ring system under
metal free neutral conditions (Scheme 1)*. The synthetic approach involves (i) coupling of a
primary amine 2 with 1-fluoro-2-nitrobenzene 1, by nucleophilic aromatic substitution, (ii)
reduction of the coupled nitroarene 3 by sodium dithionite and (iii) cyclisation of the
corresponding diamine 4 using an aldehyde 5.
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